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School System Funding, 
& School Property Tax              
Exemptions 
Informational Meeting 



Meeting Rules

2

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
be respectful of those who may have differing views on the 
information presented.  



Question for Tonight
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ϦƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭέ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΚ



Roles of the Board of Education

ÅOath of Office:
ÅI will truly and faithfully discharge all the duties required of me by law

ÅI will support the Constitution of the United States and of this state. So 
help me God. (O.C.G.A. § 45-3-1).

ÅDŜƻǊƎƛŀ ƭŀǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
success of a local board of education, one is clearly essential; 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎΦέ

ÅVote in the best interests of students at all times.

ÅCode of Ethics:
ÅRender all decisions based on available facts and his or her independent 

judgment and refuse to surrender his or her judgment to individuals or 
special interest groups.
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Why am I Involved?
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.

ÅI began my BOE term in January 2015
Åά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢ŀȄ 9ȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ
Å¢ƘŜ .h9 ƘŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŎΦ нлмр
ÅAccording to the Constitution of the State of Georgia, the BOE is NOT 

responsible for any exemptions. The governing authority of a county or 
ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΣΧ however, the school system is directly affected by any and all 
exemptions granted locally.
ÅI began accumulating information and related data.
ÅI requested and received from Pickens Seniors for Change their proposals in 

January.  
ÅThese will be referenced in this presentation



Pickens County Schools Informational Meeting 

ÅI am NOTa tax assessor!!

ÅI have had no part in assessing ANYproperty that you might own.

ÅThere is no information in this presentation that is intended to show any 
disrespect to senior citizens! 

ÅThere is no information in this presentation that is intended to show any 
disrespect to citizens of any area of our county! 
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What does the Georgia Constitution say about 
Education?

"The provision of an adequate public education for the citizens shall be a primary 
obligation of the State of Georgia. Public education for the citizens prior to the 
college or postsecondary level shall be free and shall be provided for by 
taxation." (Georgia Constitution 8-1-1)

ά¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ 
authority or authorities a school tax not greater than 20 mills per dollar for the 
support and maintenance of education. Said fiscal authority or authorities shall 
annually levy said tax upon the assessed value of all taxable property within the 
territory served by said school system, provided that the levy made by an area 
board of education, which levy shall not be greater than 20 mills per dollar, shall 
be in such amount and within such limits as may be prescribed by local law 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜǘƻΦέ (Georgia Constitution 8-6-1)
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http://law.justia.com/constitution/georgia/conart8.html
http://law.justia.com/constitution/georgia/conart8.html


Funding of Pickens County Schools 

FY17

Local 48.61%

State 44.37%

Federal 7.02%
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Federal Funds
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All federal funds are received through grant programs
Some of which go directly to the local school system but most of which are 
sent to the State Department of Education and distributed pursuant to 
federal and state regulations and rules to local systems.

Å5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ƛǘƭŜέ- Free and Reduced, Special Education 
Å Federal Vocational Grants
Å Food Service Grants



Key take-aways from above slide
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ÅFederal Funds are highly monitored and can only be used for designated 
purposes.



E-SPLOST Funds

Å1% Local Sales Tax used for Educational Purposes.

ÅTechnology

ÅTextbooks

ÅSchool Buses/ Transportation Vehicles

ÅConstruction/ Modifications of Facilities

ÅClassroom Additions

ÅPhysical Education Facilities/ Athletic Facilities

ÅCafeterias

ÅEtc.
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Jan.17 ςFeb. 18
Average $385K/ mos.



Key take-aways from above slide
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Å1% tax collected from sales inside Pickens County
ÅIncludes sales collected from people who may not live in Pickens, but chooses to 

shop in Pickens 



Local Funding

ÅLocal funding comes primarily from Ad Valorem taxes. (Real & Personal 
Property)

ÅMotor Vehicles

ÅMobile Homes

ÅTimber

ÅHeavy Duty Equipment
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All property is assessed at 40% of market value except timber which is at 100%

2017 67% of your 
property taxes went to 
Pickens County Schools.



State Funding/ QBE Act
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Å Georgia funds education with QBE (Quality Basic Education) earnings. QBE 
earnings are based on full-time equivalent (FTE) student counts in the various 
different instructional programs.

Å QBE Act was written into law by the 1985 Georgia General Assembly
Å The QBE Act put in place a mechanismby which every child in Georgia, no 

matter where he or she lived, had access to an education that received 
sufficient funding to provide a Quality Basic Education.

Å The QBE Act specified that the funding of education was a shared 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΧΧΧΦΦ  districts are 
required to levy the equivalent of at least 5 mils in property taxes as a basic 
local commitment.(LOCAL FAIR SHARE) 



State Funding
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Equalization Grants:
Additional funds provided through Equalization Grants to assist the systems 
with the least taxable property per student. 

QBE earnings are intended to provide for an adequate education. 

Equalizationis an attempt to address equity. The concept of equalization is 
related to the concept of the Local Fair Share. 

Because all counties are not created equal in terms of property tax wealth, 
they cannot raise the same amounts of money from local property taxes.  

All 180 school districts are ranked according to their property wealth per
student.



Local Fair Share QBE Act of 1985

COUNTY FTE р ƳƛƭΦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ CŀƛǊ {ƘŀǊŜέ

1 Fulton 95,248 $147,089,872

2 Cobb 114,410 $136,707,956

17 Rabun 2,176 $7,705,895

21 Pickens 4,266 $6,589,226

22 Fannin 2,943 $6,178,983

24 Dawson 3,409 $5,855,311

26 Gilmer 4,142 $5,355,358

28 Union 2,692 $5,298,973

29 Lumpkin 3,758 $4,774,615

33 White 3,845 $4,004,557

36 Towns 1,025 $3,597,939
16

FY 17 amounts
192 districts on 
the report

FY 15 ς6,355,431  
FY 16 ς6,529,210
FY 17 ς6,589,225



Georgia Budget and Policy Institute 2018.

Personal Income Tax $11.5 Billion 45.8%

Corporate Income Tax $1 Billion 4.2%

Sales Tax $5.8 Billion 23.4%

Other Taxes and Fees $3.6 Billion 14.3%

Motor Fuel Tax $1.8 Billion 7.2%

Lottery Funds $1.1 Billion 4.5%

Tobacco Settlement Fund $137 Million .5%

= $25 Billion
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DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ General Fund Revenue FY 2018

Å$9.4 Billion ςK-12
Å$2.3 Billion ςUSG
Å$361 Million ςTCSG
Å$114 Million ςGa. 

Student Finance 
Commission: 
Scholarships, Dual 
Enrollment 
Å$12.3 Billion/ 52% of 

General funds for 
Education



Key take-aways from above slides
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2 Primary Sources of Revenue:

ÅLocal- Ad Valorem Taxes  

ÅStateςQBE Formula is based on FTE student count.

hƴŎŜ tƛŎƪŜƴǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ 5 mils [approximately $6.5 million] are 
deductedfrom the formula by the state before sending the remainder to the Pickens County 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ tƛŎƪŜƴǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŘŜŘǳŎǘŜŘ ϷсΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ώ9ǉǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
described above] to counties with less property wealth per student.    



Key take-aways from above slides
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ÅCutting of school services or programs

ÅLarger class sizes

ÅFaculty and staff furlough days

ÅFaculty and staff reduction of force [layoffs]

ÅIncrease in mileage rate for all taxpayers 

It has been stated that the state will simply make up any revenue shortage that 
Pickens County Schools may obtain. This statement is not true.

Options for a shortfall of revenue from local Ad Valorem Tax include: 



State Demographic Changes (2016-2030)
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+4%
+15%

+3%

+56%

AGES 0-24 AGES 25-44 AGES 45-64 AGES 65+

Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Georgia 2030



Key take-aways from above slides
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Graph above represents changes in the percentage of each displayed 
age group in Georgiaby 2030:  



What will happen?

If Georgia sees a 56% increase of citizens 65 and older, most likely retirees; 
where will they want to live??
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What will happen?

If Georgia sees a 56% increase of citizens 65 and older, most likely retirees, 
where will they want to live??

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎέΚ
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Region 1 Pickens Demographic Changes (2016-2030)
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-5%

+5%

-5%

+46%

AGES 0-24 AGES 25-44 AGES 45-64 AGES 65+

Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Georgia 2030



Key take-aways from above slides
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Å Graph above represents changes in the percentage of each 
displayed age group in Pickensby 2030.

Å Pickens County will show a large increase in senior citizens in the 
coming years.



Population Trends In Pickens

0-24 25-44 45-64 65+ TOTAL POP. AGE

2030 (-5%) 26.2% (+5%) 23.8% (-5%) 27.8% (+46%)29.4% (+9.2%)32,977

*2030 *21.78% *15.47% *29% *32.10% *31,945 *54.1

2016 27.6% 22.7% 29.3% 20.2% 29,992 44.8

2015 27.4% 23% 29.8% 19.5% 29,740 44.7

2014 28.0% 23.1% 29.9% 19% 29,550 44.4

2013 28.8% 23.7% 29.8% 17.8% 29,486 42.8

2012 29.4% 24.4% 29.4% 16.8% 29,445 41.7

2011 29.7% 25% 29.4% 15.9% 29,406 41.5

2010 30.1% 25.8% 29% 15.1% 29,155 40.8

27Data source: factfinder.census.gov

*Ga Chamber of Commerce Projected Changes from 2016 Data

* Denotes % of 
change in age group 
based on trend from 
2010 

Red = declining population age group Green = increasing population age group



Key take-aways from above slide
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Population Trends per Age Group 2010-2030

ÅAges 0-24: Declining from 30% to 22%

ÅAges 25-44: Declining from 26% to 15%

ÅAges 45-64: Remains the same at 29%

ÅAges 65+: Increases from 15% to 32%



What will happen?
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2016 2030Percent Population Age 65 Or Older

Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Georgia 2030


